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A COMBINATION OF SKILL AND SPE 


Choose from: 


@ Two game play mode 


— Race Mode 
— Time Attack Mode 


Three courses: 


— Advanced et Se a ie yo Pin*Bot's visor rises as player 
_ Expert Sif OE eam ; ; into his eyes to begin multi-balh 


Two views: based feature s,| ck*Bot is ‘ ‘g The explosive DCS 


— Behind View all levels 4 MEA Sa PineBot’s robotic voice ap 


— 46" Monitor Players can instantly —_ , eet a ey : to the 


Height: 2300mm game saucer to win millions . y t . pl yi — ’ p aye 's press their winni gs an 
Weight: 360Kg 4 encour ! 5 te eir wii 


__ - 7 , s *Dimensions may be changed 


Dedicated to the memory 
of Joe Joos jr, 1938-1994 


ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT —_ 
CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR NOW ! Players decide whether, Bhwager tr winnings 


This product is marketed in NZ under an exclusive distribution licence held by Coin Cascade Ltd. or collect rewards during Casino Run. 
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micro mech CD Rom. $5250 
Virtua Fighter 26" screen micro mech 
& decals. $5000 


PH MAARTEN OR ALEX 
O9 524 5773 OR 
KEVIN O9 525 0200 


PCBS FORSALE 
1x Aero Fighters $750 
2x Alien vs Predator $700 
1x Arch Rival $200 
2x Karate Tournament $420 
1x Mortal Kombat 1 $800 
2x Mortal Kombat 2 $1200 
1x Major Title 1 $550 
1x Major Title 2 $850 
2x SFIL:CE $460 
1x Shinobi $190 
1x Sky Kid $200 
1x Solamin Key $150 
1x Spinal Breakers $100 
2x SSFII Turbo $900 
1x Vapour Trail $350 
DEDICATED FORSALE 
1x Exhaust Note $11000 
1x Final II $8950 
1x Lethal Enforcer 1 $4800 
1x Lord of Gun $1800 
1x MadDog 2 $18000 
1x Winning Run $8000 
1x World Rally $3900 
CABINETS FORSALE 


Simpo & Lowboy 26" cabinets complete 
with NRI electronic coin acceptors. Both 
red & grey models available. All in 
excellent condition. 


Simpo $1700 
Lowboy $1950 
1x Dr Who $2500 
1x Dark Stalkers $1000 
2x Tekken 1 $2200 


PH BEVAN O9 525 0200 
OR O21 622 319 


FORSALE 
2 26" upright cabinets complete (18 
months old) plus single slot Neo Geo 
upright all in excellent condition. 
PH STEVE O35 358 5505 
OR 035 374 6737 


FOKOALE 
Video Shop with license to sell for 
$4000 situated at 394 Great North 
Road, Henderson Shopping Centre. 
Weekly rental of $230 + GST. 
PH MATTHEW O9 636 52835 


PCBS FORSALE 
Battletoads $1480 
Jackie Chan $1600 
Raiden DX $2200 

CABINETS FORSALE 
Neo Geo 6 slot $3800 


PH O9 278 1245 


BUY 
Original Missle Commad (Atari). 
Orignial Stargate (Williams). 
PH O21 S35& 118 


FORKSALE 

Complete plant for games arcade. 
28x 26" video games cabinets fitted 
with games. Games include Mortal 

Kombat 2, Killer Instinct, 

SF The Movie. 
6x Pool tables and various 
dedicated machines. 
Will sell complete or individually. 
PH HUGH O7 349 2609 


FORSALE 
100 Lollie dispensing machines, plus 
assort capsules & lollies. 
2 Ice Crush machines & Ice Crush 


concentrate. 
PH ROBERT 025 946 724 
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The internet may be the buzz word of the nineties, but what exactly does it 


mean to the amusement industry? Courtesy AB Europe. 


CAUGHT IN THE WEB 

hen faced with something new, it’s always 

best to start at the beginning. Initially 
devised as a means of communication that would 
survive a nuclear war, the net was created by the 
US military back in the 1960s. A system of 
packaging electronic information, what was the 
predecessor to today’s e-mail, or electronic mail, 
and sending it across the system was also 
developed at this time. 

The big change, however, came when the 
US National Science Federation decided to hook 
up its super computers to the system, an 
innovative move so successful that university 
campuses across the country were soon falling 
over themselves to get what we would now call 
“online”, or to have direct access to the net. 
Businesses and large corporations subsequently 
got net-friendly as college graduates moving into 
the private sector pitched the pros of the system 
to MDs and CEOs eager to keep up 
with the rapid advance in 
communication technology. 

But the real catalyst to the 
explosion of users was the ever 
decreasing cost of computer 
technology for the home in the 1980s 
and the spread of small, powerful 
systems like the Apple Mac and the 
PC. The effects of that development 
have caused net use to boom and it 
is estimated that today there are | 
around 350 million users of the net 
worldwide. 

Back to those questions: what exactly is 
the net and, more importantly, why should you 
care? Without being over technical, it’s a vast and 
ever-expanding network of computers constantly 
receiving and passing out information. Maybe 
the easiest way to describe it is as a giant library, 
and once accustomed to basic operation of the 
system, the biggest problem is often knowing 
which “books” you want to look at. Want to check 
out your favourite football team’s schedule for 
the season? Interested in the works of Nietzche? 
What about news on movies in production in 
Hollywood? Not a problem. It’s a never-ending 
mine of information that, to the user, effectively 
updates itself (that is, someone else does it for 
you). And those latest snaps of Pamela Anderson? 


Well, we wouldn’t know about that. 

But that’s just one facet of the system. The 
other, possibly more controversial and certainly 
more interesting area is that of the newsgroups, 
found on a system called UseNet. This is an 
extension of e-mail, the function that allows you 
tosend messages around the world from computer 
to computer. If e-mail is essentially a private 
conversation between two parties, the UseNet is 
more of a public debate - possible for thousands 
of people. 

There are simply thousands of these public 
conversations going on out there, with subjects 
covering everything from “Have we been visited 
by aliens” and “Who killed JFK” to more serious 
political and religious debates, and the only way 
you can “hear” them is by accessing UseNet. 

NEW MEDIUM 

he question is, what does this 

have to do with the amusement industry? 
Quite simply, the internet is a new 
medium that is growing by the day 
and no business sector can afford to 
ignore sucha development. It’s like 
| refusing to read newspapers or 
watch TV. Commerce is borne on 
the back of communication and 
information on a market place is 
something many businessmen will 
pay dearly for. 

And this is a service which AB 
Europe intends to provide - not a 
bland reproduction of information 
you can already receive in the magazine, but the 
definitive point of access for any amusement 
professional interested in the net. 

At the moment, the net has only a 
smattering of users from the coin-op business, 
but that is sure to grow. Wonder where all those 
kids went from your arcade over the last five 
years? It’s a well documented fact that they 
retreated to their bedrooms with a Sega or 
Nintendo and haven’t stirred since. But if you 
want to listen in to what they have to say, the 
internet is the place to eavesdrop. 

There is a vast game playing audience out 
there and, admittedly, while the games itis playing 
aren't of the coin-op style, it is a community that 
needs to be brought back to the arcade to raise 
revenues. Maybe the internet is the place to start. 


*Neo Yokohama: a futuristic tec 
area at night. ll lClc ce 
CHOOSE FROM THREE DIFFER TORCY | 
*ANTHIAS — This state-of-the-art machine is easy for the 
amateur rider to control. 
°NVAISOR — This bike was built for speed. Riders must have 
____ quick reflexes to control this electrifying bike. 
_ ®WILD HOG — Only the most experienced riders can control this 
__ powerful “Iron Horse”. | 
"THE THRILL OF REAL MOTORCYCLE RACING: Lean the 
motoreyles to turn, use throttle and brake to control speed! 
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World Rally 26" upright $1950 
NEO GEO FOR SALE 
3 Count Bout $150 
8 Man $100 
Art of Fighting 2 $300 
Agressors of Dark Kombat $450 
Andros Dunos $150 
Art of Fighting $100 
Baseball 20/20 $150 
Baseball Stars 2 $350 
Blue's Journey $120 
Cybalip $100 
Fatal Fury $120 
Fatal Fury 2 $200 
Fatal Fury 2 Special $350 
Fight Fever $250 
Football Frenzy $200 
Ghost Pilots $100 
Karnovs Revenge $450 
King of Monsters $100 
League Bowling $150 
Mutation Nation $100 
Ninja Combat $100 
Panic Bomber $300 
Professional Baseball Stars $200 
Riding Hero $100 
Spin Master $300 
Samurai Shodown $300 
Super Sidekicks $300 
Super Spy $75 
Top Hunter $350 
Thrash Rally $150 
Top Players Golf $150 
View Point $150 
World Heroes $200 
World Heroes 2 $300 
PH KEN OR MIKE 
O04 389 35919 
LOGIC BOARDS FOR SALE 
1x Armoured Warriors $1300 
1x Dark Stalkers $1500 
1x Knights of the Round $700 
4x Mortal Kombat $1000 


CONT. NEXT COLUMN 
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2x NBA Jam Tournament $2200 


2x Slam Masters $200 
4x SF:CE $600 
ox SF:Hyper Fight $600 
5x SF:Super Turbo $1500 
3x Streetfighter 2 $400 
1x Sunset Riders $500 
1x Vendetta $500 
1x Virtua Fighter $2300 
3x Wrestle Fest $200 


CABINETS FOR SALE 
Simpo Grey 26" screen video game 
upright cabinets available all have NRI 


multi coin acceptors excellent condition 
$1700 


PINBALLS FORSALE 
Demolition Man $5600 
Indiana Jones $4600 
Judge Dredd $5500 
The Flintstones $6800 

NEO GEO FORSALE 
2x 3 Count Bout $200 
10x Art of Fighting $200 
4x Burning Fight $200 
8x Fatal Fury 1 $200 
4x Fatal Fury 2 $250 
1x King of Monsters 1 $200 
1x King of Monsters 2 $250 
2x Mutation Nation $200 
2x Ninja Combat $200 
3x Ninja Commando $200 
1x Sengoku $200 
2x Soccer Brawl $250 
2x World Heroes 2 $250 
8x World Heroes 1 $200 

Any 5 cartridges for $800 

DEDICATED FORSALE 
Drug Wars 50" consol (laser disc very 
reliable) feature game. $13500 
Final Lap 3 twin NRI mech 26" screens 
excellent condition. $9000 


Lethal Enforcers 2p gun game in red 
26" cab. NRI mech ex. cond. $4500 
Shoot Out at Old Tuscon 2p gun 25" 


CONT. NEXT PAGE 


PINBALLS FORSALE 


Addams Family $4500 
Black Rose $2500 
Creatures /Lagoon $3200 
Demolition Man $5700 
Dirty Harry $7000 
Dr Who $3500 
Dracula $2900 
Fishtales $3000 
Flintstones $5500 
Getaway $2400 
Indiana Jones $5200 
Jokez $1100 
Judge Dredd $4000 
Party Zone $2100 
Police Force $1300 
Popeye $3500 
Riverboat $1400 
Roadshow $6800 
Star Trek $4500 
Taxi $1100 
Terminator 2 $2500 
The Shadow $7600 
Theatre of Magic $7600 
Transporter $1400 
Twilight Zone $4200 
Whitewater $3200 
World Cup 94 $6500 
PCBS FORSALE 
Air Duel $350 
Altered Beast $150 
Beach Volleyball $150 
Buggy Challenge $200 
Champ Wrestler $100 
Cobra Command $150 
Columns $180 
Dark Zeal $180 
Dragon Breed $150 
Dynamite Dux $100 
Estwat $180 
Fighters History $350 
Fire Shark $200 
Flying Shark $150 
Gang Busters $150 


CONT. NEXT COLUMN 
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Growl 


$180 
Hard Puncher $250 
Karate Blazers $350 
Knights of the Round $500 
Marching Maze $100 
P47 $150 
Pig Out $250 
Rampart $200 
Relief Pitcher $300 
Rim Rockin Basketball $150 
Robo Kid $150 
SF2 Super Turbo $700 
52 Super $250 
Shogun Warriors $300 
Silent Dragon $300 
Slam Masters $300 
Sno Bros $100 
Sunset Riders $700 
Super Formula $300 
Super Volleyball $180 
Surprise Attack $150 
TMNT 4 player $200 
Touch Down Fever $150 
Tumble Pop $200 
Twin Cobra $180 
Vandyke $100 
Vendetta $300 
Warriors of Fate $700 
World Rally $750 
Wrestlefest $300 

DEDICATED FOR SALE 

3p Off Road $2000 
After Burner 2 upright $1500 
Cisco Heat 26" upright $1750 
Enduro Racer $2500 
Final Lap 3 $9000 
Line of Fire $2700 
Operation Thunderbolt $1000 
Operation Wolf $1000 
Outrun sit in $2200 
Rad Rally twin $8500 
Revolution X upright $7000 
SCI Dedicated upright $2500 
Sovolov $6000 


CONT. NEXT PAGE 
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This month we see the 
release of: 
Jack Bot pinball 
Cyber Cycles 50" units 
Indy 500 39" delux units 
Taito F3 System with Elevator 
Action Returns 
Puzzle Bobble 2 (Taito F3) 
In addition we currently have 
in stock the following games: 
Theatre of Magic pinball (two left) 
Mortal Kombat 3 Kit 2.1 version 
Neo Geo one and two slot kits 
Air Hockey - standard and delux 
Tekken 2 pcb's. 


nteresting to see that the Mortal 

Kombat movie has been the top 
grossing movie in the USA for the 
first three weeks of its release. This 
bodes well for the spin-off we can 
expect on the game when the movie 
hits our shores as there are many 
clues to the video game secret codes 
throughout the movie. This gives 
many opportunities for cross 
promotions. 

ROTORUA 
ongratulations to Isaac 
Richmond on his selection to the 

New Zealand Secondary Schools team 
to tour Australia (that country that 
appeared briefly at the World Cup). 
The tour commences on the 19th of 
September and finishes on the 30th 
when the victorious Kiwis will return 
with the cup. Fred and Anne will fly 
over for the two test matches and 


leave their “New Image” arcade fora 
well earned holiday. I would suggest 
that next year you try to get the 
matches closer to the Queensland 
Show and kill two birds with one 
stone. 


NEW PLYMOUTH 
ongratulations to Billand Donna 
Ollington from Time Out New 

Plymouth on the birth of their son 
Zachary. 


MASTERTON 

ince the town’s only arcade closed 

down early this year things have 
been a bit quiet for local youth in a 
town that badly needs to provide 
more entertainment for its bored and 
frustrated young people. That 
situation happily seems about to 
change now with more that one party 
recently contacting Spacetec Coin 
witha view tosetting up anew arcade. 


PALMERSTON NORTH 
H as seen an influx of new driving 
games being sited in the local 
student bars. The operators of these 
must be doing really well as they 
keep buying new ones. 


WELLINGTON 
— Club nights have been on 
the uprise lately in Wellington. 
We have had booking after booking 
at our Lower Hutt Timeout. Groups 
hiring the shop have ranged from 


Cubs, Scouts, Parks, ANZ Recreation 
to holiday programmes and private 
functions (birthdays etc). This has kept 
our profile high among local groups 
and parents we may never see are 
now seeing our Arcade working ina 
positive way. We recommend trying 
this in other Arcades around the 
country if you have a quiet Sunday or 
Monday night. Also we would like to 
note the hard work put in by the men 
in charge Ken and Tony at Spacetec 
Coin, for bookings phone 389-3919. 


NEO GEO 

abuki Klash, a not very well 

known game this one, but it is 
showing great potential in our market. 
When I got this game I didn’t really 
think much of it until I plugged it in, 
then realised it was quite different 
from your average fighting game. For 
starters itis setina cartoon type screen 
with small but cute characters and 
great backgrounds. When I played it 
I found it has quite a lot of moves and 
the special moves are easier to do and 
can be done quite a few times in each 
round compared to the one, maybe 
two times in other fighting games. It 
won't be a huge earner but have a 
high average and hold for a while. I 


recommend starting this one on level 
four for best returns. 


VIRTUAL REALITY 
| ee Park Arcade in Wellington 

is the first arcade in town with a 
HMD “Head Mounted Display” 
virtual reality machine. Tony Focas 
has purchased an Australian made 
machine which should get him a lot 
of new customers. 

The unit is unique in New 
Zealand and gives players anexcellent 
introduction to the virtual reality 
world. 
P erry Voyce local Wellington 

operator has added coin operated 
cappuccino machines to his list of 
equipment with Robert Harris coffee 
beans installed. They should do very 
well in the right sites. Anyone 
interested call Perry on 025 474-177. 


CHRISTCHURCH 

fter many years at Coin Cascade, 

Leigh Jennings has left to spend 
some time in Bali followed by an 
extended working holiday in 
England. Good luck to her from 
everyone at Coin Cascade. 

hristchurch is gearing up to host 

the “Golden Oldies Rugby 


"ASK ABOUT OUR FINANCE OPTIONS" 


Auckland/Northland: Kevin Grundy Ph 09 525-0200 Mobile 021 525-020 Fax 09 525-0250 
Central: Robert Briggs Ph 07 346-3783 Mobile 025 946-724 Pg 0508 888-777 Fax 07 346-3784 
Lower N/I: Mike De Ruyter Ph 04 389-3919 Mobile 021 444-999 Fax 04 569-9107 

South Island: Gary Walker Ph 03 338-1411 Fax 03 338-1410 
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DRAGOON MIGHT 


Keer has assembled 12 of ; 
the best electronic martial IME 
artists around for their new 
Dragoon Might. Not just your 
average fighting game, Dragoon 
Might takes your basic 
one-on-one and makes 
a three-on-three out of 
it, and we’re not | 
talking basketball. The 
fighters themselves are 
as varied as their 
moves. There’s 
Yamato, the lead 
character, armed with a 
katana sword; Zack, a small 
guy who carries a huge 


an Asian hunk, and, finally, 
Tekkamen, a masked 
martial arts expert with a 
clawed glove. 

Players first choose 
three of these fighters to 
make a team, then unleash 
them one at a time against a 
team the computer has chosen. Once 
in the game, players have a dizzying 
number of moves to choose from. The 
trouble is, so does the computer. 
And the computer usually does 
it better. Controlled by an eight- 
directional joystick and six 
buttons, the fighters can jump, 
duck, twirl and otherwise 
blade; Tsugumi, a execute moves with flowing, 
mysterious young lady super-fast graphics. If players, 
packing a special, ruby-red five-pointed | really want to get fancy, they can yank the 
weapon; Drake, a big, blond beefcake joystick to the right and press all three 
trident wielding chap who resembles | buttons in a given row: the upper row, 
Dolph Lungren; Layla, a spunky little | when pressed can convert the game into a 
blonde witha couple of police batons;Jaoh, | bomber mode when life is low; the lower 
a megadeath fighter row makes for a 
from China; Reggie, jumping mode 
a hulked up / = where the player 
version of Drake; : can lob his/her 
Sarumaru, a body over the 
fighting monkey opponent's to get a 
man; Raiman, a few seconds of safety. 
devastating Asian To get this wild 
beauty; Suiko, a thing into your arcade, 
mysterprous contact your local 
wanderer; Kodam, Konami distributor. 


"ASK ABOUT OUR FINANCE OPTIONS" 


Auckland/Northland: Kevin Grundy Ph 09 525-0200 Mobile 021 525-020 Fax 09 525-0250 
Central: Robert Briggs Ph 07 346-3783 Mobile 025 946-724 Pg 0508 888-777 Fax 07 346-3784 
Lower N/I: Mike De Ruyter Ph 04 389-3919 Mobile 021 444-999 Fax 04 569-9107 

South Island: Gary Walker Ph 03 338-1411 Fax 03 338-1410 


HOOP IT UP 


ime Warner Interactive introduces 
Hoop It Up, abasketball redemption 
game with 2-player competition. Based 
on the "3 on 3" basketball tournament 
event of the same name, Hoop It Up isa 
head-to-head game that has players 
shooting for triple slam dunk action. 
Two players compete in a timed 
game for high score using a real 
basketball control to shoot air-activated 
balls, players try to score with single, 
double or triple baskets. Bonus points 
are awarded for triple baskets. An on- 
court announcer, themed music and a 
large LED score display add to the fun. 


G 


"ASK ABOUT OUR FINANCE OPTIONS” 


LASERSTAR 
RUBY 


OWE/AMtThasintroduced the latest 

addition to the LaserStar family. 
Now available is the LaserStar Ruby, a 
stunning red, Ruby jukebox. 

As requested by operators, AMI 
manufactured another red jukebox to 
continue the success of last year's Lady 
in Red. The predominant red colour, 
and the detailing of diamond chase lights, 
animated display and theatrical halo 
lighting reflect the brilliance of a Ruby. 


Auckland/Northland: Kevin Grundy Ph 09 525-0200 Mobile 021 525-020 Fax 09 525-0250 


Central: Robert Briggs Ph 07 346-3783 Mobile 025 946-724 Pg 0508 888-777 Fax 07 346-3784 


Lower N/I: Mike De Ruyter Ph 04 389-3919 Mobile 021 444-999 Fax 04 569-9107 


South Island: Gary Walker Ph 03 338-1411 Fax 03 338-1410 
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Festival” this month. Featuring over 
6000 contestants from around the 
world, the festival promises to be a 
boon for local business. 
Drees City Shopping Centre is 

currently undergoing extensive 
refurbishing inside and outside. The 
complex is to be renamed Eastgate 
Shopping Centre. Included among the 
changes are a food court at the Time 
Out end of the mall and at the opposite 
end, the conversion of the Super Value 
Supermarket toa Countdown Grocery 
Store. 

he recently held Boating and 

Leisure Show at the A&P 
Showgrounds drew some good 
crowds. Previously known as the 
Boating & Fishing Show, this years 
show included stands featuring gym 
equipment, camping supplies, radio 
controlled vehicles and more. 

he new Centra Hotel 

in central Christchurch is soon to 
be joined by the Grand Chancellor 
Hotel across the road and the 
Randolph Apartments and 
Millennium Hotel complex in the 
south east corner of the Square. 

here has been an on going 

problem with cars being stolen 
from the Hoyts 8 car park. Knowing 


this Gary Walker thought he would 
park in the Science Alive car park 
during a recent late evening visit. 
Upon his return he noticed the car 
was missing!!! Much to his relief it 
had only been towed away (is there a 
moral here somewhere?). 

hristchurchs first cyber cafe has 

been on line for the last three 
weeks. Known as Sachmo’s Cafe, it is 
situated upstairs in the Shades 
Arcade. Cafe owner Peter Young 
offers free tuition on getting started 
and added that using the Internet 
was So easy that “even an adult can 
do it.” 


DUNEDIN 

rev and Jill Allen and Anne and 

Merv Wilson dropped in on their 
way tothe AMOA Conference in New 
Orleans witha stop over at Las Vegas 
on the way, a round trip through 
London to get home. Certainly that 
cold southern weather encourages 
long holidays abroad. 

While Trev did not mention it 
until after the deed he had finally 
persuaded Jill to marry him (after 
years of begging) and deed was done 
while they visited Las Vegas. 


"ASK ABOUT OUR FINANCE OPTIONS" 


Auckland/Northland: Kevin Grundy Ph 09 525-0200 Mobile 021 525-020 Fax 09 525-0250 
Central: Robert Briggs Ph 07 346-3783 Mobile 025 946-724 Pg 0508 888-777 Fax 07 346-3784 
Lower N/I: Mike De Ruyter Ph 04 389-3919 Mobile 021 444-999 Fax 04 569-9107 


South Island: Gary Walker Ph 03 338-1411 Fax 03 338-1410 


GANBARE GINKUM 
TECMO 


An action video game witha comical theme. The game 
features 16 different kinds of mini-games separated into three 
different categories, according to difficulty level and contents. 
Many different kinds of games are available, such as one in which 
you try to jump over numerous obstacles to get to the goal. 


PURURUN 


METRO/BANPRESTO 


: i ae 
In this video game, you try to throw balls on the hive- 
shaped playfield. Each ball is bi-layered, with the inner and outer 
layers different colours. Once four balls of the same colour are 
lined up, the outside colour disappears, revealing the inside 
colour. Every time you make four balls disappear, a character on 
the screen moves a little. If it reachs the goal, players advance to 
the next stage. 


SEGA ENTERPRISES 


A polygon-based baseball video game that uses the 
Titan (ST-V) system board. The game features characters based on 
real Japanese professional baseball players, and is loaded with 
dynamic, and realistic action scenes. Three game modes are 
available, including a "Professional Baseball Tournament,” in 
which players start a game at the top of the 7th inning. 


SONIC WINGS 3 


ee 


The third edition of the company's popular vertical 
scroll-shooting game. Breaking from the past, though, SW3's 
screen moves horizontally. The number of fighters available has 
increased from 8 to 10, and each plane has distinct features, such 
as the amount of armament it carries in the first stage, and its 
capability to accept power upgrades. For the NEO-GEO system. 


GOKESTSUJI LEGEND 


ATLUS 


The third version to the company's Power Instinct 
fighting game. Players first select two characters out of 17 available. 
Each of the two selected characters then go into a one-on-one 
single-round battle with a computer generated character. The 
game is over when both of your characters lose. Fighting strategies 


NE OU, 


have been upgraded for the new version. 
AE OU 


FINAL ARCH 


GAME: DAYTONA 
SUBJECT: FAILURE OF DAYTONA STEERING SHAFT, PART # DYN-1253 


hris Ellerman (Qld), has advised that the 

Steering Shaft, partnumber DYN- 
1253 on Daytona is breaking at the 
threaded extension shaft as shown in 
the attach schematic. 

Instead of replacing the 
complete shaft, the shaft can be reused by 
first cutting off the threaded section 
and then drilling and tapping the shaft 
using an 8mm metric tap. Once the 
shaft has been tapped an 8mm Allen 
Head Bolt can be used to fix the wheel. 


ORIGINAL DAYTONA STEERING SHAFT 


THREADED SECTION BREAKS HERE 


MODIFIED DAYTONA STEERING SHAFT 


DRILL & TAP M8 


STAR TREK THE NEXT GENERATION 
Rotating Gun Failure 


SYMPTOM 
GC is rotated away from feeder ramp 
and won’t operate. Test will say to check 
under playfield gun switches, butno problem 
found. 
CAUSE 
f the gun opto switch encounters an error, 
the software will rotate it away from the 
feeder ramp, and lock it out of operation. It 
thinks a ball is stuck in the gun and cannot 
fire. 
PROBLEM 
he gun won't operate until you reset the 
factory settings, or play around with the 
“left gun broken” or “right gun broken” 
feature adjustment. I’ve been able to turn that 
option on and then back off to reset the gun. — 
Test will tell you to check the underplayfield 
gun switches, but that’s only because the gun 
can’t move. That’s usually not the problem. 
You can test those switches in gun test. 
SOLUTION 
think I’ve figured this problem out. The 
first thing to do is go in to “switch edges” 
test and tug the wiring harness to see if there 
is a break or short in the wiring that goes 
through the playfield to the gun. This is a 
common problem. 


If the wiring looks OK, you may have 
a sticking ball popper plunger in the gun. This 
can occur when a ball gets stuck on the 
playfield and the game fires the plunger in an 
attempt to free the stuck ball. Without the 
ball’s weight, the plunger fires too hard and 
can stick. This will block the optos in the gun 
chamber and cause the machine to disable the 
gun. Vibration will eventually free the 
plunger, but the gun will not reset itself. A 
software modification would help. 
BRACKET TEST 
( o into solenoid test and repeatedly fire 
the left and right guns. If you see it stick, 
this is a problem. The plunger slamming into 
the coil bracket can wear a grove that can 
cause the plunger and bracket to lock together. 
Replace the bracket (part # 01-11800). 
BRACKET ADJUSTMENT 
[ will also move the bracket too close to the 
coil, eliminating play. I think we’re better 
off witha little play here, so move the bracket 
back a little. 
NOTE 
MS pins have been designed to keep 
working without key features, but 
earnings will plunge if you don’tcorrect errors. 
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DON'T LEAVE YOUR 
PINNIES IN THE DARK 


ONLY 48 CENTS EACH 
($4.80 PER BOX) 


GLOBES 


PINBALL 
DISPLAYS 


Part # 5901-12784-O00O 
COMPLETE DOT 
MATRIX + PCB 
(NO TRADE INS) 


BALL POPPER 
ARMITURE 


Part # A-11336 


FULL SECURITY 


PADLOCK 


VERY STRONG 7OMM 
PADLOCK KEYED DIFFERENT 
WITH 2 KEYS PERALOCK 


JOYSTICK 


UNIVERSAL 
JOYSTICK 


SPECIALS VALID UNTIL 10TH OF NOVEMBER, OR WHILE STOCKS LAST. 


ALL PRICES IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE EXCLUSIVE OF GST. 
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pe promised previously, Midway is 


c 


= 


i. 


readying the release of their free update 
xchange on Mortal Kombat 3. 
The kit contains 11 chips and it will 
ffect your MK3 in the following ways: 


ADDITIONAL CHARACTERS 

e Scorpian ¢ Reptile 

e Kitana e Jade 

e Plus at least 2 hidden controllable 
characters. Each new character has their 
"classic" secret moves plus new moves. 
Each new character has: fatalities, 
friendships, babalities ... etc. 


ADDITIONAL BACKGROUNDS 
e Hell e River 
e Desert e Cave 


Some have background fatalities (ex. The 
Pit). There are also some hidden 
backgrounds. 

THREE MODES OF PLAY 

¢ Mortal Kombat - Standard Play 

e 4 Player Kombat (2 on 2) Tag team style 
e Tournament Kombat (8-16 players) 
Single elimination game. Players can play 
their own tournament without the 
operator having to get involved. 


MIDWAY MORTAL KOMBAT 3 
; FREE UPDATE KIT 


OLD CHARACTERS 
¢ The players favourite MK3 characters 
retain all their own moves. 
e They also have new moves. 

5. NEW ENDING FEATURE 
e Players who finish a 1 player game are 
greeted with a new ending which lets 
them choose from a number of new 
challenges including hidden characters. 
Even when the player thinks he has beaten 
the game it gives him more challenges to 
overcome. 

6. PLUS 
¢ More combos per character 
e Now 3 Ultimate Kombat Kodes 
e Many new Kombat Kodes to decipher. 


HISTORIC FIRST 
free, new program of over 35% of the 
game! Available in September, 
premiered at the AMOA show in New 
Orleans. 
This program should help your game 
to reap new profits at no cost to you. 


AVAILABILITY 
ontact your authorised Williams/ 
Midway distributor for availability. 


KONAMI SPEEDS INTO SIMULATION 


Konami has taken its first steps into the 
simulator arena with the development of 
Speed King. 

The two-player interactive simulator 
is described by Konamias a futuristic racing 
game and the capsule spins to create a 
sensation of speed. 

Divisional manager Graeme Noble 
admitted this latest project was a slight 
change of direction. “This project is a 
recognition that the industry as a whole is 
changing and that the larger machines are 
the long term winners,” he stated. 


Speed King will launch at this year’s 
IAAPA show in New Orleans and will stage 
its European debut at the ATEI. 
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START YOUR ENGINES 
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& SEGA 1995 
1995 indisnapolis Motor 
Speedway Corporation 


Featuring the classic song "La Cucaracha” 
Includes graphic enhanced Dot Matrix system 
° Linkable up to 6 units 


e 


IN STOCK 


NO VEMBER - Available in English or Spanish 
«Includes unique "Bug Freeze" button 
¢ Difficulty level adjusts by skill 
DECEMBER : - Easy front access to logic board 
- Vaulted ticket dispenser (Holds 6,000 tickets) 
product is marketed in NZ under an exclusive distribution licence held by Coin Cascade Ltd - Equipped with low ticket warning light 

ORLD’S FASTEST TWIN TYPE RACING BATTLE! - Cabinet comes complete with casters 
NDY 500 TWIN TYPE IS NOW AVAILABLE! mit (EAR) _ - No assembly required 

ith the interactive function incorporated, the game allows up to 8 persons to enjoy simultaneous NB 

mpetitive play. The twin type cabinet is now available for INDY 500, a racing simulation gamel 

ated competition battle and exciting race scenes further heat the players into a passionate ardor. iin = 


our hundred thousand plus spectators watching you racing at the maximum speed of 400 KPH! BREA | AC 100V 674 
igantic banks appearing ahead of you! Only the racer who controls the battle against "fear", so to | 294 FELIX? 
ak, can win the laurels! That's called “INDY500.” The excitement and thrills are faithfully PAT.PEND. 
eproduced in details! 
fA total of 3 courses, ie. “INDY 500° (an oval circuit), Highland Raceway and Bay Side Street are available. 
Be REAL TIME TEXTURE MAPPING CG BOARD “MODEL 28" incorporated’ = 
ar bff pso-pht a at MONITOR gg Sg CNN TYPE) 
1 IMeaCtiVe FUnCtiON incorporated, the game allows up to 6 persons to play simultaneously. The battle at a , 
hyper speed of 400 KPH gives ultra-thrilling effects, resulting in attracting more customers to tha focation, which wer H101.6 om. 76-42 in 
Ds tantamount to higher earnings. g 513 kg., 1130.96 ibs. 
‘hs Faranior vote 4 cirecent beg berspect ves be a total of 4 view angles including VIEW FROM BEHIND orsucd 
iCh enadles yOu to watch the player machine movements in a severe, objective manner, and a!so 1e33ive —— 
RIVER'S EYE view, Payer M mavamer I 2 SOVvere ObjE hve manne ind also the im pre tvé Monitor: 29 inch monitorX2 
nopse one from among the 3 courses and select either Aulomatic (AT) or Manual transmission (MT). Take a rolling. 
Demat lens Vy 
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BESPECIRCATIONS: FOR 2 PLAYERS: 


2 SIZE: Height = 64 4" Width = 45 4" Depth = 31 4" 


Gallagher Estate, 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact: World's Fair Ltd 
Tel: +44 161 624 3687 


Fax: +44 161 665 1260 


77th Annual [AAPA 
Convention & Trade Show 
New Orleans, USA 
Contact: Joe Rubel, [AAPA 
Tel: +1 703 836 4800 

Fax: +1 703 836 4801 


10th Annual Coin Mac ine 


Exhibition 

Hotel Bristol, Norway 
Contact: NOAF 

Tel: +47 3345 8559 


Fax: +47 3345 8566 


Slovakia 
PKO Fair Area, Slovakia 
Contact: Ing. Brank Smilnak 
Tel: +42 7 61394 

Fax: +42 7 235424 


3rd SAGSE 
Buenos Aires, Agentina 
Contact: Monografie 
Tel: +39 2 839 5696 


Fax: +39 2 894 04081 


Induferias '95 
Valencia, Spain 
Contact: F.M.I. 
Tel: +34 6 386 1100 
Fax: +34 6 363 6111 


BACTA Convention 
Contact: BACTA House 
Tel: +44 171 713 0302 


Fax: +44 171 713 0446 


Amuse World '95 
Seoul, Korea 
Contact: KAMMA 
Tel: +82 2 276 1754 
Fax: +82 2 269 3609 


Supergames Moscow '95 
Moscow, Russia 

Contact: ITE Ltd 

Tel: +44 171 286 9720 
Fax: +44 171 286 0177 


EELEX 
Moscow Russia 

Contact: Worlds Fair Ltd 
Tel +44 161 624 3687 
Fax: +44 161 665 1260 


Interschau '96 


Munich, Germany 
Contact: Messa Muchen GmbH 
Tel: +49 89 51070 


Fax: +49 89 5107506 


London, England 
Contact: Peter Rusbridge 
Tel: +44 171 713 0302 
Fax: +44 171 713 0446 
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Frankfurt, Germnay 
Contact: Blenheim Hekmann 
GmbH 


Tel: +49 211 901 9133/34 
Fax: +49 211 901 9127 


LEISUREXPO '96 
Orlando, Florida 

Contact: Al Barry 
Tel: +1 305 448 7976 
Fax: +1 305 448 4630 


Welcome '96 


Istanbul, Turkey 

Contact: Knights Management 
Services 

Tel: +44 1323 442747 

Fax: +44 1323 840014 


1996 Asia Pacific Casinos & 


Gaming Conference & 
Exhibition 

Hong Kong 

Contact: AIC Conferences 
Tel: +65 222 8550 


Fax: +65 226 3264 


AmEx '96 
Dublin, Ireland 
Contact: Susan Feery 
Tel: +353 45 521190 
Fax: +353 45 521198 


ACME '96 

Orlando, Florida 

Contact: Show Management 
Tel: +1 708 333 9292 

Fax: +1 708 333 4086 
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anity Fair” magazine has named Rupert 

Murdoch as the world’s most powerful man in 
what it calls the “new establishment”, linking 
entertainment, information and technology. 

In its annual list of who’s who on the 
information superhighway, the magazine named 
Microsoft chairman Bill Gates second and Walt 
Disney chief Michael Eisner third. 

The list of 50 people included only one 
woman, Esther Dyson, president of EDventure 
Holdings and editor of an information industry 
newsletter, who was ranked 42nd. 

“At 61, Rupert Murdoch is arguably the 
most powerful private citizen in the world,” the 
magazine said. “His global influence is such that 
he’s the only media baron (RIP William Randolph 
Hearst) who could conceivably say to his underlings 
“You provide the pictures, I’ll provide the war.” 

“Vanity Fair” said Mr Murdoch’s present 
obsessions were news and CNNs Ted Turner, who 
is 13th onits list. It quotes a Murdoch aide saying, “If 


Wie. Corp., the US-based software giant, 
gained a new foothold in Japan this past June 
16th when Softbank Corp. of Tokyo announced the 
establishment of Gamebank, a joint venture set up to 
manufacture game software to be operated on the 
former’s new Windows 95 computer operating 
system. 

Windows 95, released in August, is the much 
talked about successor to Windows 3.1, one of the 
most popular operating systems in the world. 

Softbank has already struck deals with 
several major Japanese game giants, including Namco 
Ltd., and Bandai, to produce PC versions of popular 
games. Those companies will receive a license from 
Gamebank, and gain royalties from game sales. 
Gamebank, for its part, will then tweak the Software 
for Windows 95, and market the games on a CD- 
ROM format. 

Major players in the game industry soon 
responded. Kyoto-based Nintendo harshly 
commented on the joint venture between Japan’s 
game manufacturers and the world’s largest software 
developer. In a statement issued on the same day as 
the venture announcement, Nintendo representatives 
blasted the alliance, saying that their main audience, 
kids and teenagers, will continue to prefer using 
dedicated game hardware rather than more expensive 
PC hardware. 

Sega, alsoa major player in the home market, 
has reversed its stand on PC games. At first, the 
Japanese game maker said they had no intention of 
entering the PC fray because the home computer 
game software, which stands between $NZ840 million 
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he could have one thing in the world, he’d have 
CNN.” 

The magazine went to press before the 
announcement that Time Warner was seeking to buy 
CNN’s parent, Turner Broadcasting System, and 
make Mr Turner the media conglomerate’s vice 
chairman. 

“The man who controls an empire worth 
roughly $US20 billion ($NZ30.7 billion) disarms 
opponents at critical meetings with a waspy 
shabbiness that includes wearing shirts with frayed 
cuffs and collars,” the magazine said of Mr Murdoch. 

Viacom chairman Sumner Redstone was 
named the fourth most powerful person, followed 
by Tele-Communications chairman John Malone, 
Time Warner chairman Gerald Levin, and Intel Corp 
chief executive officer Andrew Grove. 

Film-maker Steven Spielberg was in eighth 
place, followed by record company head David 
Geffen, and Robert Allen, chairman and chief 
executive of AT&T. 


- $NZ1 billion, is worth only about on-fifth that of 
game software for dedicated home game machines. 

However, areportin the July 31stissue of the 
Nikkei Sangyo Shimbun, an industrial trade 
newspaper, said that Sega has decided to go ahead 
and develop games for the PC game market. 

In true Sega fashion, though, the company 
charted a vastly different course to the PC market 
than their fellow game manufacturers. Instead of 
going through Gamebank Corp., Sega set up a new 
internal group, dubbed the PC Software Technical 
Team, to convert their consumer and commercial 
software for PC usage. 

The major obstacle for PCs, though, has been 
that home computers generally don’t have the 
processor speed that dedicated home game machines 
possess, and, as a result, their game graphics and 
sound reproduction suffer. Game users, too, have 
become more sophisticated as they have become 
accustomed to the crisp graphics and swift character 
movement found on dedicated units. While, Sega’s 
16-bit titles such as Sonic The Hedgehog, have not 
been translated into a PC version with much success, 
the company has found that converting a game into 
a PC loaded with the Pentium chip, one of the fastest 
processors made by Intel Corp., significantly improves 
results. 

Taito, meanwhile, has been dedicating a lot 
of resources to converting both consumer and 
commercial software to the Windows 95 format. The 
company has announced plans to organise a dedicated 
Windows 95 team and begin work on a feasibility 
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study in cooperation with Microsoft. 
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This product is marketed in NZ under an exclusive distribution licence held by Coin Cascade Ltd. 
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fie years JAMMA Show was The game itself features 
held on the 13 to 15 of Indianapolis" style formula racing 
September at the Nippon ) in a very realistic presentation. 
Convention Centre, Hid Players can choose from three 
Makuhai Messe in Tokyo, different car view angles and are 
Japan. | able to accelerate to some amazing 
Exhibitors | speeds as they race around 
numbered 69 with over , _ the tracks. The display 
1335 display booths in the a - units were always busy 
four halls fully stocked - and it appears that this 
with the latest and — game will continue the 
greatest (and most J) type of quality we expect 
expensive) products — st from Sega. 
available. The show Ba | The focus of the stand 
lacked the "glitz" that was | was a new motorcycle 
apparent last year and this a_i : »& game called Manx TT 
reflected the fact that the local Superbike which was 
market (like the rest of the world) is still presented in a 50" format 
quiet. encased in a huge mobile 
ega had the biggest display ae trailer unit designed to be 
with 136 booths dedicated . Cap loaded on a truck and 
to a wide range of new products . transported around the 
including their latest addition to = 2 country to various functions. 
the dedicated driver ranks Indy , Eight of these units were 
500. This unit uses a new system | linked together and although 
pcb and is available in both 39" : the game software was not 
single and 26" linked format : 7 yet complete the quality of 
(samples of the 39" unit are the graphics and the use of a 
already in NZ). Playerscan gt oe new simulation "motorcycle" 
choosefromthreetracksand / Qi mmudd 2 to control the game (different 
experience the thrills of | (>a . :. from anything seen to date) is 
driving atspeedsof250miles - sure to make this unit a 
per hour. Given the track | winner. 
record of this company there was / = Virtual On, = an 
understandably a great deal of —_— amazing high speed robot 
interest in this product. os battle game was well received. 
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PINBALL 
SERVICE 
RSES 


AUCKLAND 
IDAY & TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 1995 


WELLINGTON 


WEDNESDAY & THURS 
6 & 7 DECEMBER 19 


CHRISTCHURCH 
FRIDAY & SATURD 
& & IDECEMBER 19 


FULL TWO DAY COURSES BY AUSTRALASIA'S 
RENOWNED PINBALL EXPERT NORBERT SNICER. 


THIS COURSE IS A PROVEN TOOL FOR OPERATORS TO 
IMPROVE THEIR SERVICE SKILLS AND REDUCE DOWN TIME. 


FEE OF $460 + GST PER PERSON COVERS THE 
FULL TWO DAY COURSE AS WELL AS LUNCH. 


This game is a games with this format and again 


combination of incorporated brilliant graphics. 
Cybersled and T- Sport Fishing 2 gave us the option of 
Mek with the player using a real fishing rod and this time 


catching a good sized fish for our efforts. 
In the pcb area Sega had anew boxing 
game Funcky Head 
Boxers where players 
controlled a character 
witha large square head 
inthe boxing ring. Final 
Arch a baseball game 
and anumber of games 
for the Saturn system 
| completed the range 
| of products available. 
. amco's stand 
_., oie aioe call Gs 
new product with Dirt Dash being 
the best of the Namco drivers 
displayed. This game was shown 
in the deluxe format and is a 
"buggy" style dirt track game. 
Excellent graphics combined 
witha good game competition and 
steering made this a popular piece. 
Speed Racer in a twin format 
and Rave Racer, the upgrade 
_ driver for Ace Driver also in a 
-) twin format game operators the 
| choice of a wide style of driving 
games. Rave Racer will be offered 
as both a dedicated unit and as 
an upgrade kit to allow both 
Ridge Racer 1 and Ridge Racer 2 
to be upgraded. 
My pick of the show Time 
Crisis, giving players a single 
player hand gun shooting game 


in control of a 
futuristic robot 
armed with the latest 
technology. The 
game itself was in a 
sit down two player 
cabinet. 

Fighting . 
Vipers available in _ 
both deluxe and 
standard formats 
was the new fighting 
game at the Sega stand. This 
game utilised polygon graphics 
with the new model 2 pcb. Players 
could choose from six different 
characters with two mystery 
characters waiting to challenge 
the expert players. The game 
utilised a standard control and 
three player buttons. 

Virtua Cop 2-thesequel 
to the highly successful Virtua 
Cop 1 game was displayed in 
both deluxe and P2 versions. 
New improved graphics and 
game play are sure to make this 
game as successful as the 
original despite the fact that 
there is now some stiff 
competition in this area. 

Sky Target, an air 
fighter combat game was also on 
the Sega stand. The game was easier 
to play than some of the early flying 
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was very busy at Namco's stand. While the 
graphics were very good the "recoil" hand 
gun and the unique "action pedal" that 
allowed players to duck away from the 
firing line gave this game its 
edge over the other products 
available. 

Alpine Racer the 
deluxe single player snow 
skiing game allows players to 
select from two race models 
and three race classics in 
3D texture mapped 
graphics as they 
race down a 
mountain. This 
game was a breath 
of freshness at the 
show and will be a 
strong game in NZ. 
The skiing experience 
is enhanced by the use of 
a unique mobile foot control 
system that closely duplicates 
the actual experience of being 
on skis while allowing even 
the novice player an 
opportunity to at least stay 
on their feet. 

Cyber Cycles 
(already available in 
NZ) was well played 
as was a 
prototype Lethal 
Enforcers type gun 
game piece Area 51. 

Inthestandard pcb . area 
wesaw Tekken 2, Namco Classic Collection 
an the preview of a new fighting game Soul 
Edge set in the 15th century - the age of the 
sword and the slayer. The Classic Collection 
was a single pcb that allowed players to 
select from three old favourites. Galaga, 
Xevious or Mappy or a new version of each. 

NK had a busy stand although not as 


new e/ Sk 100y 


Mr Do was back 
in a modern 
version. If this 
game is half the 
success of the 
earlier version it 
should do very 
well. Stakes 
Winner, a horse 
racing game was 
fun but will 
probably not take 
money and Metal 
Slug, a new robot 


well in our 
market. World 
Tour Golf is also a 
game that willdo wellas many 
of us have not operated a good golf 
game for awhile. A new generation system is 
also onthe way fromSNK 
aimed at the simulator 
market with the promise 
of polygon graphics at a 
much lower cost than we 
currently receive. 
Crom have had a 
good run lately 
with SF Alpha and had a 
very busy stand at 
JAMMA. Marvel 
Super Heroes was 
the pick of the 
games here will all 
the characters from 
the marvel comics 
including: X-Men, 
Spiderman and Hulk 
available to play. The character abilities and 
play options that set X-Men apart from earlier 
fighting games have been given more 
sophistication in this pcb. The game looks 
very good. Battle Arena,a Tekkenstyle game 
graphically (90,000 polygons per second 


many new games as we normally get. 
IE OU, | a 


only one particular brand 
of computer? 

e Is that computer 
compatible with the 
machines used at 
work, or by the kids at 
school? This is 
important as it allows 
files and programmes 
(and games) to be 
transferred between 
home and work, or 
school and home. 

e Ease of use and 
how much 
training will be required. 

All PC’s are not equally easy to use 
or equally reliable. Adding 
new components can 
product big problems on 
some brands of machine. 

e Ease of upgrading in the 
future to deter obsolescence. 
How much flexibility will you 
need to allow for new usages 
in the future. Will the kids 
school requirements create a 
demand for bigger and better 
programmes, needing more 
exotic hardware. 

e The quality of service offered by the 
vendor. 

e The price, in relation to your budget. 

It may well be worth considering 
buying only a highly specified Apple or 
DX 4/100 PC, or Pentium based model. 

Get the vendors written assurance 
that the processor, memory and hard 
drive can be upgraded in the next couple 


In Case Cf Emergency . 
Break Glass 


of years. Any longer and 

anew machine is a more 
sensible option than an 
upgrade. 

You will then need a 
printer, of which there 
are many options, and 
maybe a modem to 
communicate with 

other machines, or to 
access the internet. 

Having started with 

a mention. of 

Windows 95, it is 
appropriate to 
finish with the August 95 Chartered 
Accountants Journal comments on 
Windows. The main 
features are considered as: 
The ability of the 
system to recognise that a 
new device has been added, 
and to readjust the system so it 
does not conflict with any other 
devices. 
e An improvement in multi 
tasking, and faster performance. 
e Better crash protection. 


The negatives are considered to be: 

e Difficulties with viruses which may 
already exist in your system. 

e Additional hardware costs. 

e Software upgrade costs. 

e Initial retraining costs, but probably 
lower long term training costs. 

e Difficulty of connection to a network. 

e Bugs in the programme. 
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All the noise about Windows 95 has 
probably prompted the few peoplewho | * + Productivity - accounts, letter writing 
have not yet invested ina computer to  ¢ To process work brought home from 


think again why they should buy a 


COMPUTERS 


my children’s 


the office computer 


computer. Computers, properly ° Tocommunicate withother computers, 


programmed and operated by someone 


or perhaps on the internet 


with some idea of what they are doing °¢ To play games. 


are invaluable business tools today. I, 
however, still hate computers. 

To quote the Christchurch Press, 
buying you first computer canbeahair ° Apple 
raising experience. What do you buy?, | ¢ Acorn 
from whom?, how powerful? .... 
multimedia? ...CD Rom? 
... and so on. | 

There are certain, 
basic considerations, but 
once you have bought the 
machine you will find a 
hundred and one other 
uses for it. 


What am I buying a> 
computer for? | 


Entertainment, | 
orhobby useat 


There are three general groupings: 
e IBM compatible (DOS or windows) 


There are programmes 
now which allow these 
groups to talk to each 
other, so the brand name 
is not as important as it 
may have been. Acorn 
and Amiga applications 
may be more specialised, 
but Apple and Windows 
based PC’s now have 
good software available 
covering a host of 
| computer usage. 


More important 


home | 

| 
* For my 
education, or 


considerations are: 


e Compatibility - 


Do the programmes you want, run on 
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graphics) is the arcade 
sequel to the hugely 
popular Japanese home 
game Toshinden. While 
the game looked good it 
was still not 100% 
complete. Given the 
success of games like 
Tekken and_ Virtua 
Fighter this game is sure 
to do well. Rockman was 
the third game on 
Capcoms stand and 
utilised characters from 
local cartoons and appeals 
mainly to the local market. 

Capcoms much delayed 
entry piece for the pinball 
market Pinball Magic 
was seen for the first 
time at JAMMA. 
This unit was a 
well balanced 


piece will keep it from 
most locations but it is a 
good game to play. 
Midnight Run (Road 
Fighters 2), displayed in 
a 50" format gave players 
to opportunity to race 

through city streets 
' against competing cars 
and against the general 
traffic. A nice innovation 
was allowing players to 
change gear options from 
automatic to manual and 
back again at their choice 
throughout the game. Vic 
Vipers a dedicated two 
player spacecraft racer was 
well received and 
Henry Explorers, a 
three player gun 

g a em e 

incorporating 


piece but has come plastic pump- 
at a time when the action shotguns 
pinball market has | that reloaded by 
slowed down and using the pump- 


operators are 
likely to 
concentrate on 
known producers 
until it picks up. 
K onami had a % 
strong stand with 
some good new games. Speed 
King has been seen before but 
this full simulation (actually spins the player 
like a top) futuristic driver game is certainly 
a crowd stopper. The size and cost of this 


action and gave 
the player a 
combination of 
different screens 
was also popular. 
The game graphics 
depicted ghost type 
creatures in a full polygon 
format with a number of 
different fields. 

In the standard pcb area Konami 
displayed Salamander 2, anair combat space 
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fighting game. 
aito had the required 
dedicated driver 
units with City 
Driver, a twin 
driver and 
Dangerous Curves, 
a twin game 
incorporating both a 
standard drivers seat 
withthe second player on 
a motorbike seat. Players 
race each other on the screen 
with both the bike and the car having 
different strengths. A very unusual concept 
that is definately different. The hit of this 
stand was however a 
standard pcb system 
game Puzzle Bobble 2 
This game has 
introduced some 
excellent additions to the 
very popular Puzzle 
Bobble already available 
on the Neo-Geo system. 
Huge  Boss_ (also 
available on the Taito F3 
system) isa further space 
combat game on a § 
verticalscreenwithsome | 
good features. 
anpresto's stand 
displayed Gunhara 
a green beret style soldier 
game on a vertical 
screen, Winggundam, a 
standard air fighting pcb 
and Ninja Master which | 


is a ninja style fighting 
game pcb conversion. 

Other — pcbs 
relevant to our 
market on display 
were Hoops, a 
basketball game 
from Data East, 
Sonic Wings 3, an 
air combat game 
from Videosystems written 
for the Neo-Geo system, 
Grand Striker 2, a soccer game from Human 
and Desert War, a desert fighting pcb from 
Jaleco. 


Overall the show was a continuation 
of the trend that has 
seena concentration by 
most suppliers on top 
_ end dedicated pieces. 
» As one international 
| delegate said "itis hard 
for me to get excited 
over a standard pcb 
game that earns $50." 
This feeling sums up 
most of JAMMA 95 
although most 
companies are offering 
| kit systems of one sort 
! or another you get the 
feeling that games that 
do not make the grade 
will end up in this 
format with the good 
games going out in 
dedicated form. 
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efore I continuemy Augustarticleonrecruitment — 


I thought I would share with you this article on 
disappearing unemployment by John Alexander, 
the Chief Economist for the Bank of New Zealand. 

The message in the article is clear, there will 


be additional employment costs in ourindustry both — 
in demand for higher wages and additional | 


recruitment cost. My advice is be prepared. 


ver the past two decades in New Zealand we 

have become used to the idea that 
unemployment is high, lots of people want to work 
for our companies, and we don’t have to stretch 
ourselves paying high wages and offering other 
incentives in order to attract people. 


That situationis changing, andallemployers — 


need to be aware of it. 

Surveys such as the NZIER’s quarterly 
survey of business opinion show that in the June 
quarter a net 47% of businesses were finding it 
difficult to obtain skilled labour, and a net 9% were 
finding it difficult to secure unskilled labour. 

These difficulties were occurring despite a 
sharp decline in business confidence to a net -5% 
feeling optimistic about the future from a peak of 
64% in the March quarter of 1994. 

Back then, the percentages for difficulties 
finding skilled & unskilled labour were 37% and - 
2%. 

WHY? 
ust why businesses are finding it difficult to obtain 
workers is explained by the unemployment figures. 

In the depths of the recession of 1988-91, the 
unemployment rate reached 10.9%. That rate fell to 
9.1% a year ago, and in the March quarter this year it 
was 6.6%. 

Internationally that is a relatively low 
unemployment rate, and it is bettered by only a few 
countries including the US at 5.6%, Switzerland 
(4.0%), Japan (3.1%) and Austria (6.5%). 

The improvement in the labour market can 
also be seen in the ratio of unemployed people to job 
advertisements each quarter. The measure is not 
exact, but it shows a decline in the ratio from 7.5 
unemployed people per vacancy in the December 
quarter of 1991 to just 1.6 in the March quarter this 
year. 


Our forecasts suggest that the labour market | 


will remain strong, and that the unemployment rate 
will fall to near 6% in a year’s time and will face 
downward pressure from then on. 

We can see strong demand in surveys such 
as the ANZ Job Advertisements series. It showed 
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that in June, 16% more jobs were advertised in 
national newspapers than a year earlier. 

Also, employment intentions in both the 
NZIER’s quarterly survey and National Bank 
monthly surveys have come off their highs, but 
remain strongly positive despite a sharp fall in 
business confidence. 

BENEFITS 
he benefits for business from a strong labour 
market are significant. 

They include downward pressure on interest 
rates from reduced government expenditure on social 
welfare benefits, lower crime and the costs associated 
with it, and a lower risk that economic policies will 
lurch leftward. 

But there are also some less positive 
implications for business which employers need to 
understand. 

First, we will see more wage pressure than 
at any time during the past four years. 

Secondly, companies will find their staff 
turning over more often. This will lead to increased 
training and advertising costs, as well as lower 
productivity as new workers get up to speed. 

Thirdly, companies will need to take on 
employees who are less skilled than they would like, 


__and they will therefore suffer productivity loss for 


the first few months. 

Finally, companies will need to give more 
thought to flexible work arrangements which suit 
their employees, such as greater availability of time 
off during school holidays and provision of childcare 
facilities. 

COSTS 
hese extra costs will either be passed on into 
selling prices, in which case the higher inflation 
will boost interest rates and slow the economy down, 
thus reducing company profits, or will be absorbed 
in lower margins, again providing lower profits. 

Companies can reduce the impact on 
profitability by raising labour productivity through 
more innovative work and remuneration 
arrangements, or by investing in more plant and 
machinery. However, they won’t be able to escape 
the impact on the bottom line completely. 

And it’sno use for anemployer to argue that 
their margins and industry competition do not allow 
them either to pay higher wages or to adopt different 


_ work arrangements. 


In a free market the price of something in 
short supply goes up, and the Employment Contracts 
Act has made labour a freely traded resource. 
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For beginners: a combination of high speed 
straight-aways and smooth turns through 
mountain and coastline settings. 
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Compete: the race of the year!» 


A new centre has : 


finally opened in Gisborne after initial problems 
with the local council. This report details the event. 


ell finally after twelve months of 

legal fees, two councilhearings and 
much frustration to mention the least 
“Take Time Gisborne” finally opened its 
doors in the second week of the August 
holidays. 

To add to our frustrations after 
opening at midday, our council handed 
us a notice saying we must close at 5pm 
because the plumbing inspector had not 
inspected our toilets. He was there in 
time for a brief inspection before we were 
due to open the next day and we were in 
business again. 

And what a holiday it has turned 
out to be. 

Gisborne has been starved of 
entertainment for several years and so 
most of the locals arrived on mass. At 
times there was hardly room to move in 
our 2,000 square feet premises. 

We employed a security guard on 
several days and it took approximately 
three days to sort out the trouble-makers. 
Now 95% of the retailers (youcan’t please 
everyone) are happy and everyone is 
congratulating us on our family 
entertainment centre. 

The cash boxes have been 
overflowing literally and more and more 
families are arriving. Our redemption 


games have earned very welland certainly 
improve our image. The Daytona just 
doesn’t stop, which at $2 a side is great. 
Lastly a big thanks to Mike De 
Ruyter from Space Tec Coin. For ex sheep 
and cattle farmers to move into an 
industry they know very little about 
concerning games that earn, I consider 
that he has given us expert advice because 
everything has earned. Thanks Mike. 
And lastly a very special thanks to 
Ken. For a young guy his knowledge of 
the industry is amazing and we would 
have been physical and mental wrecks 
without your help. Thanks Mate. 
Jon & Christine Bain 
Take Time Gisborne. 


Auckland/Northland: Kevin Grundy Ph 09 525-0200 Mobile 021 525-020 Fax 09 525-0250 
Central: Robert Briggs Ph 07 346-3783 Mobile 025 946-724 Pg 0508 888-777 Fax 07 346-3784 
Lower N/I: Mike De Ruyter Ph 04 389-3919 Mobile 021 444-999 Fax 04 569-9107 

South Island: Gary Walker Ph 03 338-1411 Fax 03 338-1410 


USA: BIG MK” BIZ 
he August 14 issue of Business Week said 
products like Mortal Kombat specifically 

“are helping drive the US economy”. So far, the 

Williams /Bally-Midway game and its sequels 

have grossed $2 billion in revenues from all 

sources including coin-op and home game sales, 
plus merchandising and licensing deals, 
~ according to the publication. MK’s multi-media 
spinoffs now include the hit movie; it debuted 

August 18 and immediately became America’s 

top box office draw, earning $23 million its first 

weekend. Next up? Maybe an animated “MK” 

_ TV series. Back in coinland, Midway will show 


—— the promised update chip for MK3 at AMOA 
_ Expo; it ships October 1. MK3’s lead designers 


. have been programming the chip this summer. 
Le FEC AWARDS 
he International Family Entertainment 
Centre Association (IFECA) is to hold its 
second annual awards presentation during 
_ October’s Fun Expo, in Orlando Florida. Chaired 
-by Shane Huish of Huish Family Fun Centres, it 
recognises excellence and creativity in all aspects 
of the FEC business. 

It also acknowledges the contributions 
made by manufacturers and distributors, while 
a third category exists for Fun Expo exhibitors. 

TAITO AMERICA: NEW ADDRESS 
aito America Corp. says it’s putting the 
focus back on coin-op video (and 

ieiiigoraly pulling back to a wait and see 
stance on the “many competing formats” for the 
“turbulent” home video market). Arcades and 
FECsare their new target marketnow, especially 
those booming Latin American sites, said Paul 
Hirose, EVP for coin-op and consumer sales. 
The firm has developed five new redemption 


~ games including La Cucaracha, seen at the 
~ ACME Show and obviously great for Latin 


markets. They’ve also moved into new digs at 
1351 Barclay Blvd., Buffalo Grove, IL 60089; 
708/520-9280. 
CANADA 

he Canadian government is planning to 

change all coinage below the one dollar 
value from solid nickel to nickel-plated steel 
next year. This is likely to have a bad effect on 
most coin machines and new validators may 
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: ore to be fitted witte units capable of reco prising 


coins by dimensions rather than by weight or 
metal content. Canada is also planning a two- 
dollar coin to replace its two-dollar bill which 
will help the industry (again in 1996). 
JAPAN 
JAPANESE GAME MARKET HITS 
$NZ27 BILLION 

esults of a survey conducted by three major 

Japanese amusement and_ related 
organisations show that the overall game market 
in Japan for 1993, including home software, hit 
a record $NZ27 billion. Sales of consumer 
products and home game software accounted 
for 52% of that total. 

Commissioned last December, the poll 
took responses from 373 companies, and marks 
the first time a survey has tried to encompass all 
sectors of the amusement industry. The study’s 


research indicates that although home machine 


hardware and software sales made up the largest 
single grouping of sales, arcade operationincome 
came in second place with 35% of all accounted 
revenue, while the remaining income was said 
to be derived from sales made on commercial 
gaming and related products. 


When asked about the ind bktey? 5 
performance and expectations for the rest of | 


1995, more than half of the respondents said that 
they thought that commercial game machine 
sales will pick up, while that income derived 
from location and arcade pee will 
decrease throughout the year. 

The poll also looked at imported 
machines, too. Although imported game 
machines are becoming more popular in Japanese 
arcades, only $NZ285 million worth of overseas 
units were brought into Japan in 1993, accounting 
for only 8.3% of the total. 

3DO FACES PROBLEMS IN JAPAN 
wo major Japanese partners of 3DO, the 
upstart California-based consumer video 
game designer, have said they will scale back 


using 3DO-developed technology because of a 


recorded drop in sales and popularity in th 
Japanese market. Sanyo Electric said it 
production of 3DO-designed video ga 
while Toshiba announced that th 
abandoned plans to develop a co 


“JAPANESE GAME MACHINE 


DEDICATED 


CONVERSION 
GAMES 

Sega "Virtua Fighter 2" 
SNK "King of Fighters" 
Sega "Virtua Striker" 
Capcom "SF:Alpha" 
Taito "Puzzle Bobble" 
Psikyo "Strikers 1945" 
Jaleco "Mahjong Angel..." 
Sega "Final Arch" 
Sega "Ediphone Office" 


GAMES 


Sega "Indy 500" 


Sega "Rally Champ 
Sega "Rail Chase 2" 
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Namco "Alpine Racer" 


Namco "Cyber Cycles" 
Namco "Air Combat 22" 
Sega "Virtua Fighter 2" | 
Sega "Rally Championship DX" L 
Namco "Point Blank’ 


0. Data East "Chain Reaction" 10. Namco "Ace Driver" 


PINBALLS 
1. Williams "Roadshow" 
2. Sega "Frankenstein" 
3. Williams "Flintstones" 
4 
5 


D.East "Jurassic Park" 
D.East "Tales/Crypt" 


ionship 2p" 


_AMERICAN TOP GO 
VIDEO & PINBALL 


1 Midway “Cruisin USA” ; 
2. Sega ‘Daytona USA" : 5 
3. Williams "No Fear" 33. 
4. Midway "Mortal Kombat 3" 34. 
5. Bally “Theatre of Magic" 35. 
6. Midway "Killer Instinct” _ 36. 
7. Namco "Cyber Cycles" 37: 
8. _ Bally “The Addams Family" 38. 
9. Williams "Star Trek: TNG" a 
10. Namco "Tekken" 40. 
11. Sega "Virtua Fighter 2" Al. 
12. Premier “Stargate” 42. 
13. - Capcom "X-Men". _ 43. 
14. Sega "Virtua Cop” — 44. 
15. Dynamo "Solitaire Challenge" 45. 
16. Taito "Bust-A-Move" 46. 
17. Williams "Red & Ted's Road Show" 47. 
18. Namco "Suzuka 8 Hours 2" 48. 
19. Williams "Dirty Harry” 49. 
20. Williams "The Shadow" 50. 
21. Namco "Suzuka 8 Hours" ase 
22. Konami "Lethal Enforcers II" pe: 
23. Premier "Shag Attaq' de 
24. Namco "Point Blank" 54. 
25. TWI'T-Mek" 55. 
26. Namco "Ace Driver" 56. 
27. Sega "Virtua Racing" a7. 
28. Fabtek "Raiden DX" 58. 
29. Bally "World Cup Soccer" BY, 
30. Am. Laser "Fast Draw" 60. 


Am. Laser "Crime Patrol" 

Sega "Out Runners" 

Konami "Lethal Enforcers" 
Williams "Demolition Man" 
Data East "Locked n' Loaded" 
Namco "Ridge Racer" 

Namco "Lucky & Wild” 

Data East “Maverick” 

Namco "Ridge Racer 2" 
Williams "Indiana Jones" 
Fabtek "Raiden II" 

Midway "Revolution X" 
Namco "Cybersled" 

Capcom "SF: The Movie" 
Namco "Air Combat 22" 

Bally "Twilight Zone" 

TWI "World Rally" 

Kaneko "Great 1000 Mile Rally" 
Williams "The Flintstones” 
SNK "Samurai Shodown II" 
SNK "Aero Fighters 2" 

Premier "Rescue 911" 

Sega. "Baywatch" 

Data East "Jurassic Park" 
Williams "Fish Tales" 

Premier "Freddy" 

TWI "Cops" 

Data East "Guns n' Roses" 
Midway "NBA Jam Tournament" 
Data East "Tales from the Crypt" 


Zr 
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10. Capcom "X-Men" 


CONVERSION 
GAMES 
Capcom "SF Alpha" 1 
Midway ‘Killer Instinct" 2 
SNK "Puzzle Bobble" 3 
Seibu "Raiden DX" 4. 
Capcom "SF Movie" 5. 
Seibu "Raiden II" 6 
Dyna Blaster 7 
Capcom "SFU:Hyper Fight” 8 
Midway "Mortal Kombat 3" 9 
10. 
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GAMES 
Sega "Daytona" 


Sega "Sega Rally 50" 
Sega "Virtua Cop” 
Midway "Cruisin' USA" 
Namco ‘Ace Driver" 

. Sega Desert Tank" 
. sega "Virtua Fighter 2" : 
.- Namco “Suzuka 8 Hours’ 
Game Master "Air Hockey” 


Sega ‘Aliens II" 
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DEDICATED 


Sega Batman” 


Sega "Baywatch" 
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Capcom "Street Fighter Alpha" 

Sega Virtua Cop 2" 

Namco "Point Blank" 

Capcom "Street Fighter The Movie" 

Midway "Mortal Kombat 3 

Namco "Tekken" 

Midway "Killer Instinct" 

Taito "Elevator Action Returns” 

Seibu "Raiden DX" 

Kaneko “Jackie Chan” 
DEDICATED GAMES 

Sega “Indy 500" 

Namco “Alpine Racer” 

Namco "Cyber Cycle" 

Sega "Rally Championship” 

Sega "Daytona USA Twin" 

Sega “Virtua Cop” 

Namco "Ace Driver" 

Midway "Cruisin’ USA" 

Sega "Star Wars” 

Namco "Suzuka 8 Hours 2” 

PINBALLS 

Bally "Theatre of Magic” 

Bally "Indy 500" 

Bally "No Fear" 

Williams "Jackbot" 

Gottlieb “Star Gate’ 

Williams "Dirty Harry” 

Sega "Baywatch’ 

Williams "The Shadow" 

Williams "Star Trek” 

Bally "World Cup Soccer” 
PRIZE ReOrMr 

LAI "Tickee Tickars" 

ICE "Cyclone" 

Namco "Whac A Croc" 

LAI "Stadium Basketball" 

LAI "Big Foot" 


2» 


CONVERSION GAMES 
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PLAYMETER 


CONVERSION GAMES 


Midway "Mortal Kombat 3" 
Namco "Tekken" 
Capcom "X-Men" 
Taito "Bust-A-Move" 
Am. Laser "Drug Wars" 
SNK "Super Sidekicks 3" 
Konami "Lethal Enforcers" 
Capcom "D&D Tower of Doom" 
Fabtek "Raiden II" 
Kaneko "Gal's Panic II" 
DEDICATED GAMES 
Namco "Cyber Cycles" 
Sega "Daytona USA" 
Midway "Cruisin' USA" 
Sega Virtua Fighter 2" 
Sega "Virtua Cop" 
Midway "Killer Instinct" 
Sega "Sega Rally" 
Namco ‘Ridge Racer 2" 
Namco "Suzuka 8 Hours " 
TWI "Cops" 
PINBALLS 
Bally "Theatre of Magic’ 
Bally "Addams Family" 
Premier "Frank Thomas’ Big Hurt" 
Williams "Roadshow" 
Williams "Star Trek TNG" 
Premier 'Stargate’’ 
Bally "World Cup Soccer" 
Williams "No Fear" 
Premier Shaq Attaq" 
Williams "Demolition Man" 
PRIZE REDEMPTION 
Planet Earth "Dinoworld" 
ICE "Cyclone" 
Jaleco "Spider Stompin" 
Coastal "Jungle Jive" 
CCI "Home Run Hitter” 
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PINBALLS 
Bally "Theatre of Magic" 
Williamsn "No Fear" 


Gottlieb "Big Hurt" 


Williams "Dirty Harry" 
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~ ENGLAND: SELL-OUT 

he second production run of Puzzle Bobble 
IL, the popular game from Taito, has already 
sold out, according to Grant Freerks of Taito 
(Europe) Corp. Ltd. “Our third production run 
is now in progress and we are taking orders for 

October delivery.” 

Phe giant UK recording company EMI, which 
4 has around 25 percent of the UK recorded 


y Ea esie business, is tipped for acquisition by 
ae = gpparently anxious to oe its 


ai GERMANY 
= umours abound about the future of German 


= (US12. 9m). International companies rumoured 


to have looked at the business and turned it 
down are British coin machine manufacturers 


ally Wulff witha view to establishing 
n Germany. Another rumour is that 
Kloss, head of Bally Wulff and Bally 
| ing, now owned by Williams, had 
considered a buyout. Williams, it is believed, 
wants to download the company by the end of 
the year. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
EUROPEAN BILLIARDS EXPO NEARS 
rom September 14 to 16 this year, the billiards 
and pool industry will converge in Prague, 
the capital city of the Czech Republic for the 
largest exhibition ever held in Europe for this 
sector. The boom in cue sports in the former 
Eastern bloc countries is the main reason for 
staging the event there and the fact that 


September is traditionally the beginning of the 
billiards season accounts for the choice of date. 


This timing should also ensure a healthy turnover 


of sales.at the show as most billiard dealers are E 
~~. obviously looking for new ue at such 
 ... “tMes: ; 


devotea eee poton of space to gaming and 


Australian AMOA trade association is advising 
| its members notto parallel import lines Sey —< 
A held pes L&A. —— 


ea eee INTERGAME, EUROSLOT, REPLAY, 
PLAYMETER, JAM, AB EUROPE, LEISURE LINE 


amusement machines. The organisers’ aimis, 
needless to say, to attract a larger attendance 
and with this being the inaugural show the need 
for success is paramount to ensure further | 
participation in later years. 
The show willbe held in the 12,000 sq.m. 
Palace of Culture and currently more than 120 © 
exhibitors from 17 countries have committed _ 
themselves. The show organisers are confident 
that all space will be taken and the show willbe | 
heavily attended come the opening day. 
AUSTRALIA 


are fighting a bid by the state gover 
toimposea two percent duty on the gross: 


that money put into the machine cons 
rental and therefore the government is 
to a tax on the rent! 

he battle in Australia for control of the 


go the way of principal distributor Leisut 
Allied Industries. After a long battle 


decided out of court in any case. The company — 
has lobbied the government on the groundsthat 
it is being discriminated against by copyright = 

legislation. The law currently protects cop — 
on cassettes, compact discs and ICs whi 
not programmable, but not so programmable 
ICs which the company says is unfair. Backed by 
Sega, Nintendo and other majors in the business, 
L&A is now though to have an 80-20 favourable 
chance of getting the legislation extended to 
programmable ICs. This makes the outcome of 
the current legal action against other distributors, 
backed by the trade association in Au ralia, 


pointer to their chances of winning Ste = 


This product is marketed in NZ under an exclusive distribution licence held by Coin Cascade Ltd. 
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Ko released a two player version 
of their Henry Africa gun game called 
Crypt Killer as well as 
a new redemption 
gamed called Chicken 
Dash which is a roll 
down game 
incorporating fast 
moving model cars. A 
table sports game 
utilising track ball 
controls called Ultra 
Sports was well 
received and 
is the 
Se’ forerunner 
: to a range 
of sports 
games 
that will be released in this format. 
L azer-Tron's stand was as normal, busy 
over the three days of the show. A new 
video redemption game; Miners Revenge 
was not all finished and was only seen in its 
attract mode. The theme based on an old 
mine filled with cute Casper style ghosts 
looked very good. 
CE continued with their strong presence 
in the redemption area with a new 
"moving hoop" street basketball game, 
Street Fever as well as old favourites 
Cyclone a four player skill game and top 
earner in the USA, Ice Ball (skee ball) and 
Mini Dunxx single player childs basketball. 
Ghee Amusements had Dash a two 
player ball toss race game (or a poor 
mans Kentucky Derby) involved players 
racing cars via ball toss points and was a 
very popular piece. Australian game 
designer Kyle Hodgett was back at the show 
with his Tickee Tickets video redemption 
game and anew game called Movie Attack. 
Tickee Tickets incorporates a standard 
screen and players shoot spiders as they try 


to steel away the redemption tickets. A very 
nice game. 

Movie Attack involves players 
squashing mice (in a very nice way) as they 


_ runacross in front of a mallet and atempt to 


| get the cheese. The more cheese left - the 
_ more tickets you win. 


A number of counter based trivia 


video games, a large number of prize 
redemption 


suppliers, dart board 
companies, computer software developers, 


_ magazine companies and parts suppliers 
completed the matrix of displays available 


at this years show. While some of the 
products seen in Japan had not made their 
way to this show it was clear that the units 
present displayed exactly what is 
performing in the US market at the moment. 

Redemption was on every stand ina 
huge range of formats and this is still the 
popular product in this market. 


ega had a number of 
Batman Forever pins on 
the floor. This unit is already in 
our market. The other pieces 
on the Sega stand have been 
covered in our JAMMA review 
including the twin Indy 500 that 
was the feature of this stand. 
A full detail 
review of the new 
pinball models will 
appear in next 
months issue. 
merican 
Laser Games 
offered a new 
conversion on their 
universal laser 
system with a track ball 
controlled novelty game called 
Orbatck. The game is a simple ball style 
game that takes players a while to master. 
Each move is easy to understand but the 
game is quite different. 
Now: stand offered in addition to 
the games covered in the JAMMA 
review their excellent air combat game Air 
Combat 22 as well as a new redemption 
game called Dino Bonk which is a copy of 
the earlier Wack-a-Croc game 
withsome improved scoring 
and sound options. Air 
Combat 22 is a technical 
game but is easier to play 
thansome earlier games. 
Once you understand the 
basics of game play you 
get hooked int the quality 
of the game. 
ime Warners stand 
had different 
versions of their new 
twin gun game Area 51 a 
Lethal Enforcer concept game and a 


new redemption piece 
called Hoop It Up that 
allows players to 
thump a= real 
basketball and 
send miniature 
basketballs inside 
the game _ into 
different scoring 
hoops. A simple 
and fun game. 
Area 51 combines 
3D graphics, live 
action and_ stop 
motion animation 
into a science fiction 
storyline based 
around an ultra secret 
base, deep in the desert of 
America. An alien virus has 
mutated the soldiers at the base 
into a range of monsters that must 
be destroyed. A game with promise. 
aleco has had a very good run with their 
Spider Stomping game and are now into 
eir third production run. This game allows 
players to stand on a pad and stomp on 
buttons as they light up. Each button 
"stomped" on while lit scores for the player 
and players either beat the spiders score 
and receive tickets or loose out. 
SM, Rockola, ROWE and 
Wurlitzer all displayed new 
products that will feature in a full report 
next month. 
merican Sammy 
released a two 
player dedicated video 
gun game called 
Zombie Raid featuring a 
horror movie format 
and specially designed 
player "shot guns". 


OW 
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_ function. The event is to be staged at a number of 


_ full on, intense battle. Congrats to Hiro the 


_ Dumb Pucks Air Hockey team member for his 


xcellent weather is currently blessing our 
fair city, spring is in the air as they say, 
meaning Auckland buzz is getting louder. The 
Sky Tower (part of the new casino) is now a 
prominent feature on the skyline and continues 
to grow at a rapid pace. The operators recently 
held an expo pitched as a recruiting drive. The 
awesome task of employing 1,000 workers has 
commenced. They boast a gambling area the 
size of Eden Park, whichlam sure most of us can 

relate to, and so the hype begins. 
BFM is about to stage their annual private 


Aucklands finest venues from the Powerstation 
to Squid and the Box. 5,000 or so party animals 
will be on the move from gig to gig creating a 
unique vibe to the city as hoards of drunken 
patrons withacommon mission stumble around 
town to catch their favourite acts. Should be 
heaps of fun. 

Another highly successful school holiday 
promotion at both Stages Timeout and Milford 
Timeout recently came to an end. Once again the 
competition crew (Mokoare, Jarod and Brett) 
provided a whole load of fun and prizes 
rewarding patrons for their skill on the practice 
days with products from our sponsors, Coke, 
Whittakers, Village 8, Adventure Cycles and 
new comer Spalding. Once again we put up the 
cash to the ultimate champions on a variety of 
games from Air Hockey to Sega Rally. They 
received cash prizes ranging from $100 to $300 
for their effort. Over 40 competitions in all were 
staged with 10 major finals at each centre. The 
Virtua Fighter 2 competition proved to bea huge 
hit, with a large competing crowd and an 
extremely high standard of play that made for a 


current champion. Congrats also to Brendan a 


second victory at Stages, a deserving champion. 
The Dumb Pucks compete every Friday at Stages 
to keep in practice. Arthur, a regular, showed us 
his skill on the Sega Rally, fierce racing on the 
day attracted a huge audience which gave an 
awesome buzz to that competition. 


The “Spalding NBA Jam” competition 
sponsored by Spalding, saw 20 or more 
competitors daily battle it out with winners 
receiving NBA caps Monday to Friday. Weekend 
playoff winners received a basket ball, shirt, 
socks and a bag. In all we gave away 35 caps, 6 
basket balls, 6 shirts, 6 pairs of socks and 6 bags. 
An excellent promotion thanks to Spalding. 

It is my goal to see more competitions 
staged like the NBA Jam concept on a national 
scale. Once again I would welcome any input 
from any operators who think likewise. A 
national Daytona competition I am sure would 
be a winner. We all need to look for suitable 
sponsors that provide good credibility and 
exposure. We could ensure its success by careful 
planning. Your thoughts please, Christmas is 
just around the corner. 

A Fathers Day promotion at Milford 
Timeout saw Dads challenge their son/daughter 
on five of our most popular games. Dad got to 
play for free which went down well. It was 
excellent to see sucha great turn out. This promo 
will be staged again next year for sure. 

Stages Timeoutis sponsoring Auckland’s 
stockcar champion Clark Proctor and his 5 team 
mates. This means 6 cars will be hooning around 
the track all sporting Timeout logos. It will look 
very impressive. I feel the “petrol heads” as I tag 
them are an untapped potential market that are 
yet to discover the awesome technology available 
in car racing simulators. It is planned to give 
away Timeout vouchers at the weekly meetings: 
at Waikaraka Park to entice the unconverted: 

Awesome new arrivals to Stages includes 
Street Fighter Alpha, we have 2 50” games that® 
are being played nonstop. T-Mekhasjustarrived, 
a full on experience that is proving tobe popular. 
We now have 4 50" Sega Rally’s linked which 
complements the 4 Daytonas and 4 Ace Drivers 
quite nicely. New arrivals any day include Cyber 
Cycles and Sega Indy 500. The line up continues 
to impress, indeed, simulator city at Stages. 

Full steam ahead summers coming, 
happy trails to you till the next issue. 


SIME O07 - 
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his years AMOA Show was held at the 

New Orleans Convention Centre from 
September 21-23. While most stands were 
smaller this year and anumber of companies 
selling "gaming machines" chose not to 
attend which reduced the number of total 
booths on the floor; the association was 
generally happy with attendance figures 
and a number of distributors were very 
happy with business 
written. A number of 
education seminars 
featuring management, 
marketing, FEC's and 
technology were held over 
the three day period 
although these generally 
were not as well attended 


as operators chose to 
spend as much time of the 
display floor as possible. 
The local police made a 
visit to the show on the 
Friday morning and 
closed down some stands 
that displayed video 
poker units with this 
making the front page of 
the local newspaper. This 
was a_ surprise to 
international delegates as 
every bar in the city 
boasted three video poker 
units and clearly they 
were very popular. 
Attending this year 
from New Zealand were; Alice and Rodger 
Newman, Phil Ward, Merv and Anne 
Wilson, Trev and Jill Allan (just married in 
Las Vegas after Trev spent years begging) 
and Ralph and Shirley Taigel. 
illiams displayed the new upgraded 
Mortal Kombat; Mortal Kombat 
Ultimate; agame whichsurprised anumber 
of operators with the quality of this free 
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month), Indy 500 (car racing) 


upgrade. The kit consists of 12 new 
chips (including 8 masked rom sets), 
1 eprom (8 megabyte), 2 eproms (4 
megabyte) and one security chip and 
gives the game six new characters with 
four new backgrounds and three new 
play modes including four player and 
tournament kombat. All the old 
game is retained in the 
upgrade and operators can 
either exchange the new kit 
and return the old roms to 
their agent or buy the kit oO 
outright. a 
Wrestlemania; a 
licensed WWF wrestling game 
featuring nine real life stars of 
the professional wrestling 
world. Graphically the game 
was very good and the player 
action contained anumber of good standard 
and secret moves. Income reports for the 
game have been very promising. Open Ice 
a true to life ice 
hockey game with 2 
on 2 action and real 
on ice movement 
and play featured 
on the stand. While 
ice hockey is a very 
popular game in the 
USA the format is 
universal and 
should relocate to our market. 
Pinball models included 
Jack-Bot (available next 


and the new model Johnny 


Mnemonic based onanew 
movie release and 
incorporating some 
exciting new innovative 
features and moves. 
Williamsn have now 
established three of their 
pinball development 
teams to develop new 
pinball and game concepts 
rather than whole games 
as they strive to bring the 
novelty and earnings back 
into the pinball formula. 
A new division called 
Funhouse has been set up 
by Williams to specialise 
in redemption games and 
part of the stand was dedicated 
to the new redemption games 
produced. These included a new twin 
Coco Clown unit as well as Screaming 
Slopes a ski roll down, Piece 
A Pizza,afunroll down pizza 
unit, Jackpot; a roll down 
wheel of fortune machine and 
League Champ, anew shuffle 
alley game. 
remier's new model 
Water World (based and 
themed around the 
moview of the same 
name) and a pinball 
style bowling game 
featured at the show 
with both units 
receiving a good deal 
of attention. 
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